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Vacation's 


Over 


and  if  you  are  thinking  of  selling  some  of 
those  duplicates  to  help  meet  some  summer 
expenses  or-are  ready  to  add  to  your  present 
collection  we  are  ready  to  talk.  We  need 
1968-S  proof  sets  and  gold  in  any  quantity. 
Write  or  phone  collect  for  our  latest  offer. 


DRIVE  B 


The  next  time  you  are  in  Lincoln  stop  in 
and  see  Nick  and  Helen  Sharp  at  their  new 
shop.  There  are  always  lots  of  new  items 
and  the  welcome  mat  is  always  out. 


n_ 


HICK-Hd  coins 


140  South  48*h  Street 
Lincoln,  Nebr. 
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NEWSLETTER 


The  Nebraska  NEWSLETTER  is  the  non  profit  publication  of 
the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association.  The  NEWSLETTER  is 
printed  four  times  each  year  in  Lincoln  by: 

Editor-in  Chief:  Jim  McKee 
Contributing  Editor:  Bart  Lewis 
Art  &  Titles:  Bob  Kutcher 
Mailing  lists:  Ray  Plouzek 
Mailing:  Stan  Johnson 

Binding:  John  Gabarron 

Your  questions,  suggestions  and  articles  or  advertising 
are  avidly  solicited. 


Publication  dates  for  the 
October 
January 
March 
July 


NEWSLETTER  are: 

Fall  issue 
Winter  issue 
Pre-Convention  issue 
Post-Convention  issue 
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Secretary's  Report 

After  much  waiting  we  have  finally  received  the  last  of  the 
expenses  from  the  1968  convention  in  Grand  Island.  The  profit 
of  $133.06  ranks  it  among  our  more  profitable  shows.  Vivian 
Cooper  of  Omaha  and  First  Vice  President  has  consented  to  be 
the  bourse  and  general  chairman  for  this  year's  convention  so 
if  you  are  interested  in  early  registration  for  dealers  space 
she  may  be  contacted  through  the  Omaha  Coin  Club,  Postal  Box 
1003  -  Downtown  station,  Omaha,  NB  68101.  Tables,  which  will 
be  $30.00  this  year  will  be  limited  to  30  in  total  and  must 
have  payment  in  advance  (checks  may  be  postdated)  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  firm  reservations. 

INCOME 

Bourse  tables 

Banquet  tickets  &  registration 

Miscellaneous 


EXPENSES 

Medals  &  ribbons 

Printing  (tickets,  ribbons) 

Insurance 

Elmer  Nelson  (show  promotion) 

Door  prizes 

Guards 

Advertising 

Hotel  Yancey  (Banquet  &  rooms) 

Program  printing 

Exhibit  awards,  plaques  etc. 


PROFIT  ON  SHOW 


$400.00 

318.00 

5.00 


15.00 

62.50 

25.00 

76.10 

10.40 

25.00 

2.40 

291.24 

19.48 

62.82 


$723.00 


589.94 


133.06 


The  oldest  legal  tender  coins  in  circulation  are  silver  half- 
crowns,  shillings  and  sixpences  of  the  reign  of  George  III  of 
Great  Britain  dated  1816.  All  gold  coinage  of  or  above  the 
least  current  weight  is  legal  tender  to  any  amount  dated  from 
1838. 


United  States  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 

Part  m 


CURRENCY  DRY  PRINTING 

The  Bureau  printed  all  currency  by  the  wet  intaglio  process 
on  sheet-fed  flatbed  presses  until  1957.  As  part  of  an 
extensive  modernization  program  which  has  been  in  progress 
since  1950,  nine  high-speed  sheet-fed  rotary  intaglio  print¬ 
ing  presses  were  procured  during  the  calendar  year  1957  for 
printing  currency  by  the  dry  intaglio  process  from  back  and 
face  plates  bearing  32  notes  (or  subjects)  to  a  sheet.  These 
high-speed  presses  were  first  used  to  print  one  dollar  silver 
certificates,  series  1957.  Since  new  dies  were  adopted  and 
new  plates  had  to  be  made,  these  certificates  were  the  first 
to  include  in  the  back  design  the  motto  "In  God  We  Trust"  in 
accordancw  with  Public  Law  140  of  the  84th  Congress.  In 
July  1964,  another  press  similar  to  these  nine  presses  was 
installed.  Early  in  1965,  four  high-speed  sheet-fed  rotary 
intaglio  printing  presses  having  four  plates  and  capable  of 
printing  high-quality  32-subject  currency  by  the  dry  intaglio 
process  at  greatly  increased  production  rates  were  purchased 
and  placed  into  operation. 

The  major  components  of  the  Bureau's  high-speed  sheet-fed  rot¬ 
ary  dry  intaglio  currency  printing  presses  include  an  intaglio 
plate  cylinder,  an  impression  cylinder,  an  ink  fountain,  and 
an  automatic  sheet-feeding  device  capable  of  holding  a  many  as 
10,000  sheets  in  one  loading.  Each  sheet  of  paper  is  fed 
between  the  impressi-n  cylinder  and  the  plate  cylinder.  Under 
high  pressure  the  sheet  is  forced  down  into  the  fine  engraved 
lines  of  each  plate  to  pick  up  the  ink  where  it  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  distributed.  The  printed  sheets,  each  bearing  32  sub¬ 
jects,  are  automatically  delivered  and  deposited  on  one  another 
in  a  well-aligned  pile.  Hand-lift  trucks  are  used  to  remove 
the  stacks  of  sheets  from  the  press. 

The  backs  of  the  notes  are  printed  with  green  ink  on  one  day 
and  the  faces  are  printed  with  black  ink  on  the  following  day. 
After  the  printing  operation,  the  stacks  of  the  32-subject 
sheets  are  trimmed  to  a  uniform  dimension.  The  treasurey  seal, 
serial  numbers,  series  year,  and  signatures  are  then  simultane¬ 
ously  overprinted  on  the  face  of  each  of  the  32  notes  on  the 
sheet  by  the  typographic  process  on  two-color  rotary  presses. 

A  Federal  Reserve  district  seal  is  also  overprinted  on  the  face 
of  each  Federal  Reserve  note.  As  previously  stated,  the  Treas¬ 
ury  seal  and  serial  numbers  are  the  same  color  for  a  particular 
class  of  currency.  The  series  year,  signatures,  and  Federal 
Reserve  district  seal  and  number  are  always  overprinted  in 
black  ink.  A  detailed  examination  is  then  made  in  16  subject 
form  (  half  of  a  full  sheet)  ,  after  which  the  sheets  are  separ¬ 
ated  into  stacks  of  individual  notes  on  guillotine  paper  cutting  5 
machines.  After  a  final  note  by  note  examination  in  units  of 


100  each  for  the  removal  of  imperfect  notes  and  replacement 
with  "star"  notes,  the  currency  is  securely  banded  and  wrapped 
for  delivery  to  the  vaults  of  the  customer  agencies.  Each 
currency  package  or  "brick"  contains  40  bands  of  100  notes  each, 
or  4000  notes,  and  weighs  about  8  1/2  pounds. 

The  over-all  operation  of  printing  and  processing  currency  in 
32  subject  sheets  by  the  dry  intaglio  process  on  high-speed 
sheet-fed  rotary  intaglio  printing  presses  is  conducted  in 
self-contained  areas.  In  contrast  to  the  wet  intaglio  process, 
the  dry  process  has  provided  for  a  relatively  high  degree  of 
dimensional  stability  in  the  paper;  it  has  eliminated  shrinkage 
and  distoriton  and  thus  has  made  possible  a  more  uniform  re¬ 
production  of  the  original  engraving  on  all  currency  notes. 

The  life  in  circulation  of  these  notes  is  much  logner  than 
that  of  notes  printed  by  the  wet  process  also. 

STAR  NOTES 

In  the  event  a  finished  note  is  found  to  be  imperfect  after  it 
has  been  overprinted  on  a  typographic  press,  as  described  above, 
it  is  replaced  with  a  "star"  note.  Star  notes  are  exactly 
like  the  notes  for  which  they  are  substituted  except  that  an 
independent  weries  of  serial  numbers  is  assigned.  The  star 
appears  before  the  serial  numbers  in  place  of  the  prefix  letter 
on  United  States  notes  and  silver  certificates;  the  star 
appears  after  the  serial  numbers  in  place  of  the  suffix  letter 
on  Feceral  Reserve  Notes.  The  serial  number  of  the  imperfect 
note  which  was  replaced  is  not  used  again  in  the  same  number¬ 
ing  sequence.  A  "star"  note  is  also  used  for  the  100,000,000th 
note  in  a  series  since  the  numbering  machines  provide  for  only 
eight  digits. 

continued  next  issue. 


Although  we  do  not  usually  ask  for  nomination  for  N.N.A. 
officers  until  the  January  meeting,  there  is  a  waiting 
period  perscribed  in  the  constitution  after  publication 
and  with  the  convention  falling  early  we  are  calling  at 
this  time.  As  directed  by  the  President  and  the  constit¬ 
ution  of  the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association,  the  nomin¬ 
ations  for  the  offices  of  President,  First  Vice  President, 
Second  Vice  President  are  now  being  accepted  and  shall  be 
kept  ofpen  only  until  January  29  (60  days  before  the  con¬ 
vention)  .  At  this  time  the  Secretary-Treasurer  will 
furnish  all  paid-up  members  with  ballots.  The  polls,  both 
mail  and  in-person  will  close  at  noon  of  the  first  day  of 
the  convention,  at  which  time  the  election  committee  will 
count  the  ballots  and  report  the  winners  at  the  business 
meeting.  Mail  all  nominations,  before  the  deadline,  to 
William  Williams,  P.  O.  Box  30011,  Lincoln,  NB  68510. 
vaney .  " 


PEOPLE,  PLACES  &  THINGS 


During  the  380th  meeting  of  the  Omaha  Coin  Club,  Mrs.  Vivian 
Cooper,  vice  President  of  the  N.N.A.  and  general  chairman  of 
this  year's  convention  was  presented  with  a  past  president's 
plaque  by  the  current  president,  Michael  La  France.  In  the 
above  picture  Vivian  is  congradulated  by  A.  E.  Bebee  of  Omaha 
who  spoke  on  large  currency  collecting  at  the  club's  meeting. 


The  Omaha  Coin  Club's  annual  show  will  be  held  November  9  and 
10  at  the  Sheraton  Fontenelle  Hotel  in  Omaha.  The  bourse  floor 
will  be  open  from  9:00  AM  to  10:00  PM  on  Saturday  and  from 
10:00  till  5:00  PM  on  Sunday.  Eight  foot  dealer's  tables  will 
be  sold  at  $25.00  and  two  24  foot  tables  will  go  for  $60.00. 

If  you  are  interested,  payment  must  accompay  reservation  and 
three  choices  should  be  indicated.  Persons  interested  in 
bourse  or  exhibit  information  should  write  to  Leonard  Owen, 

3602  North  52nd  street,  Omaha,  NB  68104. 

NOTICE 

IMPORTANT  DATE  CHANGES 


Please  take  special  notice  of  two  important  date  changes 
on  the  Calendar  page  in  this  NEWSLETTER.  Due  to  a  major 
conflict  the  York  Coin  and  Stamp  Show  has  been  moved  to 
November  17  and  the  bourse  chairwoman  of  the  N.N.A. 's 
convention  has  informed  us  that  the  hotel  Fontenelle  will 
give  us  a  special  rate  reduction  if  we  move  a  week  earlier 
so  that  they  can  accomodate  another  important  convention. 
This  means  that  the  annual  convention  and  bourse  will  be 
on  March  22  and  23.  Dealers  who  have  already  paid  their 
bourse  fees  who  now  will  be  unable  to  attend  should  write 
for  a  refund  immediately. 


PHOTO  REPORT 


The  Wahoo  Coin  Club  held  its  annual  coin  show  a  the  Veterans 
Memorial  Building  in  Wahoo  on  September  5.  On  hand  for  the 
show  were  20  dealers  and  23  displays.  Exhibit  judges  Dave 
Edwards  and  R.  E.  Bengston  of  Omaha  and  Doug  Redies  of  Cedar 
Rapids  Iowa  announced  the  following  winners: 


Best  of  Show: 
U.S.  Coins: 
Foreign: 

Paper  Money: 
Misc  &  Spec. : 
Junior : 

Wooden  5C: 


Gelvin  Leeper ,  Fremont 
Bill  Williams,  Lincoln 
Aksel  Hansen,  Kearney 
Aksel  Hansen,  Kearney 
Hans  Andresen,  Wahoo 
Brian  Leeper,  Fremont 
Don  Thibodeau,  Omaha 


During  the  show  an  organizational  meeting  was  held  for  the 
Missouri  Valley  Wooden  Money  Society  whose  aim  is  to  promote 
the  collecting  of  wooden  money  in  the  local  area.  Officers 
elected  were:  President,  Gelvin  Leeper;  1st  V.P.  Doug  Redies 
2nd  V.P.  Delmar  Nozicka;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Veda  McNeeley. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  group  will  be  in  conjunction  with  the 
Omaha  Coin  Show  On  November  10.  Dues,  which  are  $1.00  may  be 
sent  to  Veda  McNeely  at  1064  West  8th  Street,  Wahoo,  NB  68066 


Above,  Delmar  Nozicka  presents  the  First  Place  trophy  for 
wooden  money  exhibits  to  his  wife  Phylis  who  is  standing  in 
front  of  her  winning  cases. 


Trophy  winners  are  shown,  from  left:  Walt  Carlstrom,  Bill 
Williams,  Don  Thibodeau,  Gelvin  Leeper,  Brian  Leeper ,  Aksel 
Hansen,  Delmar  Nozicka  (for  his  wife  Phylis)  and  Hans  Andresen. 


United  States  Large  Size  Paper  Money 


Donlon 


William  Donlon' s  first  book  on  currency,  the  catalogue 
of  U.S.  small  size  paper  money,  was,  in  my  own  words,  the 
biggest  dollar  value  in  books  for  the  collector.  Mr. 
Donlon  must  have  overheard  me  and  priced  his  new  book 
U.S.  Large  size  paper  money,  1861  to  1923  accordingly. 

The  price  tag  of  $3.00  is  not  that  much  for  this  nearly 
200  page  book  as  it  is  on  fine  quality  paper  and  has 
thousands  of  photos.  As  with  small  currency  he  has 
devised  a  "zip  code"  type  of  catalogue  number  which 
should  help  the  collector  and  market  as  much  as  the 
previous.  In  addition  to  the  price  and  condition  guides, 
he  has  included  a  section  on  counterfeit  detection, 
error  notes,  presidential  portraits  on  currency  and  many 
others.  This  may  still  be  the  second  biggest  buy  for 
the  currency  co'llector,  it  is  bound  to  be  a  big  seller. 

Foreign  Coins  Struck  at  U.S.  Mints  Altz  &  Barton 

A  recent  addition  to  the  Whitman  dollar  series  this  book 
sports  a  complete  listing  of  all  foreign  coins  manufact¬ 
ured  in  United  States  mints  from  1876  through  1963.  It 
mintage  figures  and  illustrations,  but  no  prices  of  every 
type  struck.  This  book  will  prove  interesting  to  those 
who  did  not  know  foreign  coins  were  struck  at  our  mints, 
some  over  U.S.  coin  planchets  as  well  as  the  student  of 
foreign  varities. 
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The  Platte  Valley  Bank 


by  Jim  McKee 

The  Platte  Valley  Bank  of  Nebraska  City  was  chartered  January 
18,  1856  for  a  period  of  twenty  five  years  by  J.  W.  Coolidge, 

J.  C.  Campbell,  H.  Joy,  S.  F.  Nuckolls,  J.  Boulware ,  Sen.  A. 

A.  Bradford,  W.  B.  Ha..,  Wm.  Larimer,  Jr.  and  I.  L.  Gibbs.  It 
is  reported  that  "when  banks  all  over  the  country  began  to  go 
down,  the  merchants  of  St.  Louis--with  which  city  nearly  all 
Nebraska  Transactions  were  conducted--placed  the  various  prom¬ 
ises  to  pay  in  the  hands  of  one  of  their  number  to  collect. 

Going  first  to  Florence,  he  took  what  the  Bank  of  Florence  had, 
and  its  doors  closed.  So  with  Omaha  and  Bellevue,  both  unable 
to  stand  the  demand  made  upon  them.  Hourly  expected  at  Nebr¬ 
aska  City  by  steamer,  the  officers  and  friends  of  the  bank 
endeavored  to  arrange  a  plan  of  action  to  secure  at  least  temp¬ 
orary  delay.  The  whistle  of  the  steamer  was  heard,  the  doors 
closed,  the  president  and  cashier  literally  'took  to  the  bush.' 
With  saddlebags  on  his  arm,  the  St.  Louis  man  came  up  the  street 
reaching  the  bank  to  find  Mr.  George  W.  Sroat  on  the  steps 
composedly  awaiting  his  approach.  Where  was  the  cashier?-- 
did'nt  know.  The  President?--didn ' t  know.  Would  the  bank  open 
soon?  Mr.  Sroat  supposed  that  it  would.  The  steamer  whistled 
again,  and  the  stranger,  after  inquiring  if  he  could  get  back 
by  stage  in  the  morning,  broke  for  the  boat  and  passed  on  to 
Brownville.  The  time  gained  was  used  to  the  best  advantage. 

John  Boulware,  though  anything  but  a  friend  of  S.  F.  Nuckolls, 
the  president,  opened  his  safe  doors  and  gave  up  his  gold  to 
the  extent  of  $10,000.  Others  contributed,  and  at  the  regular 
time  of  opening  the  counter  of  the  Platte  Valley  Bank  was  a 
sight  to  make  a  miser  glad.  The  stage  came  in  and  with  it  the 
stranger,  saddlebags  and  all.  He  remarked  that  he  had  some  bills 
that  he  wished  redeemed.  Joshua  Garside,  the  cashier,  replied 
that  they  were  trying  to  get  in  their  issue,  and  he  was  glad  of 
the  opportunity  to  take  up  so  large  an  amount  at  once.  The 
stranger  looked  at  the  gold,  at  his  saddle-bags,  and  remarked 
that  the  former  was  very  heavy;  that  he  had  a  long  journey  before 
him,  and  finally,  that  if  the  bnak  had  the  money,  he  guesses 
he  did’nt  want  it! 

The  borrowed  money  was  returned,  and  that  afternoon  $2,000  in 
bills,  presented  for  payment,  would  have  placed  the  bank  with 
its  contemporaries--among  those  things  which  were,  but  are  not." 

None-the-less  this  was  the  only  bank  in  the  territory  which 
redeemed  all  of  the  notes  presented  a_t  par.  Shortly  after 
the  panic  had  become  widespread  and  redemption  begun,  the 
Nebraska  City  News  reported  a  strange  fire  "the  fire  broke 
out  in  front  of  the  bank... it  was  no  doubt  the  work  of  an 
incendary,  and  strong  suspicion  rests  on  two  or  three  officers 
and  directors  of  the  bank  who  were  seen  to  throw  turpentine 
on  the  flames  whenever  any  headway  was  made  by  bystanders  to 
extinguish  them.  The  property  destroyed  was  $40,000  in  issues 
of  the  Platte  Valley  Bank  and  this  altogether  with  $65,000 
burned  at  a  previous  time  makes  $105,000  which  this  instit¬ 
ution  has  redeemed  and  put  out  of  existnece.  We  take  Platte 

i  i  ||  (lontinued  on  l*a(ie  12) 


tlub  MUM 


The  following  are  the  only  clubs  which  are  listed  in  the 
A.N.A.  directory.  Our  list  of  other  clubs  will  be  printed 
as  we  hear  from  secretarys,  as  we  do  not  have  current 
addresses  on  many.  Please  send  us  your  current  Club 
address  and  secretary's  name  and  we  will  publish  the  infor¬ 
mation. 


Jane  Fralin 
Blue  Valley  C.  C. 
Wymore  Natl.  Bank 
every  3rd  Tuesday 

Emil  H.  Mares 
Fremont  C.  C. 
Equitable  Savings  Co. 
every  3rd  Saturday 


Bonnie  Walters 
Panhandle  Coin  Club 
Chadron  Chamber  Blgd. 
1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays 

Walter  Pace 
Platte  Valley  C.C. 

No.  Platte  State  Bank 
1st  &  3rd  Wednesdays 


Elmer  G.  Nelson 
Grand  Island  C.  C. 
Overland  Natl,  Bank 
every  1st  Monday 

Mary  Hodgson 
Kimball  Koin  Klub 
American  Natl.  Bank 
every  2nd  Monday 


Mrs.  Lois  Calvin 
Republican  Valley  C.C. 
1st  National  Bank-McCook 
every  1st  Tuesday 

Perry  Nystrom 
S.A.C.  Coin  Club 
Bank  of  Bellevue 
1st  &  3rd  Thursdays 


Richard  Jensen 
Minden  Coin  Club 
1st  Natl.  Bank 
every  3rd  Wednesday 


John  Weiler 

So.  Central  Nebr.  C.C. 

House  of  Yesterday-Hastings 
every  4th  Monday 


Charlene  Chapin 
Nebraska  City  C.C. 
Ulbricks  Cafe 
every  4th  Monday 

Lucille  Rhoades 
Ogallala  Coin  Club 
no  information 

Allen  Schrock 
Omaha  Coin  Club 
Sheraton  Fontenelle 
every  4th  Friday 


Jim  McKee 
Lincoln  Coin  Club 
Downtown  Public  Library 
every  2nd  Tuesday 

Veda  McNeely 
Wahoo  Coin  Club 
Vetrans  Building 
every  1st  Saturday 

Wayne  Schilling 
Oregon  Trail  C.  C. 
members  homes 
every  2nd  Wednesday 


The  new  A.N.A.  District  Representative  for  Nebraska  is 
Philip  Budd ,  1005  Avenue  "G" ,  Fort  Madison,  IA  52627. 
He  is  to  be  contacted  with  any  questions  or  problems 
which  the  A.N.A.  could  be  of  service. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

July  31,  1968 


Dear  Mr .  McKee : 

With  sincere  appreciation,  we  receive  your  1968  gift  to 
the  University  of  Nebraska  Foundation  for  the  Museum  Ancient 
Coin  Fund  from  the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association. 

It  is  through  such  fine  contributions  that  the  University 
is  able  to  fulfill  its  mission  and  to  maintain  a  merited  rep¬ 
utation  for  academic  achievement  and  integrity. 


We  thank  you  for  your  thoughtfulness,  your  concern,  and 
your  friendship.  We  hope  you'll  agree  that  your  gift  is  a  wise 
investment  for  a  more  satisfying  future. 


The  Brownville  Advertiser  announced  on  July  21,  1859  that 
"if  anybody  has  'Platte  Valley'  they  wish  to  get  rid  of,  we 
take  such  at  this  office  for  subscription  and  job  work  at  par, 
and  10%  premium  on  old  debts;  and  we  further  would  like  very 
much  to  take  it  in  exchange  for  good  property  in  this  place  and 
other  parts  of  the  territory.  Platte  Valley  is  just  as  good  as 
money  as  we  want— we  have  but  one  objection— it  is  too  scarce 
and  fifficult  to  get  hold  of.  Thus  was  the  general  of  at  least 
one  Nebraska  bank,  but  of  admitedly  few,  if  any,  others. 


Above  are  the  models  for  the  $10  gold  piece  by  Saint-Gaudens .  The 
word  "Liberty"  was  replaced  by  1907  before  issuance.  The  Indian 
headdress,  suggested  by  Teddy  Roosevelt,  was  added  to  the  model  of 
"Victory"  by  one  intended  for  the  Sherman  monument  in  New  York  City. 
Our  next  issue  will  have  an  article  on  sculpture  and  coins. 


ROMAN  Coin  Denominations 

by  Bob  Kutcher 


Rome's  first  attempt  at  coinage  was  a  heavy,  crude  and  shape¬ 
less  bronze  piece  called  AES  RUDE  or  crude  bronze.  These 
coins  were  cast  about  the  fifth  century  B.C. ,  and  were  heavy 
because  of  an  attempt  to  approximate  the  value  of  the  coin 
with  its  actual  weight.  During  the  third  century  B.C.  a 
newer  coinage  called  AES  SIGNATUM  came  into  use.  These  early 
pieces  had  little  in  common  with  what  we  now  call  coins  and 
could  be  considered  as  a  convenient  form  of  metal  to  be  used 
for  weight  exchange.  About  300  B.C.  the  AES  GRAVE  or  "heavy 
bronze"  came  into  use,  and  were  cast  in  various  denominations. 
The  largest  piece,  the  AS  always  pictured  the  head  of  the  god 
Janus.  The  next  largest,  the  SEMIS,  had  the  head  of  Jupiter. 
The  TRIENS  carried  the  likeness  of  Minerva  while  the  QUADRANS 
showed  Hercules.  On  the  SEXTANS  was  Mercury  and  the  smallest 
coin,  the  UNCIA,  had  the  head  of  Roma.  All  of  the  AES  GRAVE 
denominations  had  a  common  reverse,  the  prow  of  a  ship. 

During  Rome's  expansion  it  was  necessary  to  find  a  more  suit¬ 
able  form  of  money  than  the  heavy  cast  coinage,  so  to  resolve 
this  problem,  the  Greek  DRACHMA  and  the  copper  minor  coinage 
as  well  was  adopted.  These  Greek  denominaions  were  first 
struck  by  Rome  about  269  B.C.  Later,  about  the  beginning  of 
the  second  century  B.C.  the  Romans  began  an  issue  of  their 
own  making,  the  DENARIUS,  the  SESTERTIUS  and  the  QUINARIUS. 
Coins  with  these  names  are  also  found  later,  in  the  time  of 
the  Empire,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  DENARIUS  there  is 
little  resemblance  of  these  early  coins  to  the  later  ones. 
During  this  transitional  period,  cast  coins  were  still  in 
existance  and  it  was  not  until  the  victory  of  Rome  over 
Carthage  in  146  B.C.  that  the  reorganization  of  their  coinage 
eliminated  the  cast  coinage.  At  this  time  the  DENARIUS 
became  the  common  coin  of  Rome  and  remained  unchanged  until 
the  time  of  the  empire.  Gold  coins  were  also  struck  at  this 
time,  but  they  were  not  a  regular  part  of  the  coinage  system. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  an  effort  was  made  to  make  the  coins 
more  artistic  and  to  use  the  reverse  more  or  less  as  a  prop¬ 
aganda  medium. 

The  most  common  coins  of  the  empire  period  were  the  DENARIUS, 
DUPONDIUS,  AS,  SESTERTIUS,  ANTON INI ANUS  and  the  FOLLIS.  The 
standard  silver  coin  was,  of  course,  the  DENARIUS  which  was 
in  use  from  about  the  time  of  the  second  Punic  War  until  about 
296  A.D.  During  this  time  the  Denarius  was  debased,  mostly 
from  the  time  of  Nero  (54-68  A.D.)  onward.  By  the  time  of 
Caracalla  (Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus  Caracalla)  introduced  a 
new  silver  coin  at  this  time,  the  Antoninianus ,  taking  its 
name  from  Caracalla 's  name  Antoninus.  This  coin  is  slightly 
larger  than  the  Denarius  and  the  head  of  the  Emperor  is 

always  radiated.  The  Antoninianus  also  started  as  a  good 


13 


silver  coin  only  to  be  debased  to  a  copper  coin  with  a  silver 
wash.  The  Antoninianus  was  eliminated  from  the  Roman  system 
by  Constantine  the  Great  (308-337  A.D.).  The  DUPONDIUS  was  a 
brass  coin  struck  during  the  Imperial  period  until  the  reign 
of  Trajan  Decius  (249-251  A.D.).  The  AD  is  often  difficult 
to  distinguish  from  the  DUPONDIUS,  being  of  the  same  size,  but 
the  AS  is  usually  more  reddish  while  the  DUPONDIUS  is  usually 
yellow  in  color.  Occasionally  the  AS  was  struck  in  orichalum 
(an  ancient  alloy  of  copper  and  cadnia,  an  ore  of  zinc  carb¬ 
onate)  which  imparted  a  golden  yellow  color.  Later  it  became 
the  practice  to  show  the  head  of  the  emperor  radiated  on  the 
DUPONDIUS  and  the  head  bare  or  laureated  on  the  AS.  The 
SESTERTIUS  was  a  large  bronze  coin,  permitting  the  inclusion 
of  more  detail  on  the  portrait.  Originally  the  Sestertius 
was  a  silver  coin  worth  a  quarter  of  a  Denarius  in  the  Republic 
time.  The  POLLIS,  a  large  coin  with  a  silver  wash  was  first 
minted  by  the  Emperor  Diocletian  (284-304  A.D.). 

Other  Roman  coins  not  as  common  as  those  already  mentioned 
were  the  CENTENIONALIS ,  a  bronze  coin  with  a  silver  wash, 
struck  from  about  310  to  about  410  AD.  The  copper  QUADRANS , 
a  fourth  of  the  AS.  The  QUINARIUS,  a  silver  coin  of  about 
half  the  weight  of  the  DENARIUS,  was  struck  at  intervals. 

The  SEMIS,  a  bronze  coin  with  a  little  silver  was  issued  in 
the  later  days  of  the  empire  in  various  sizes  and  types.  The 
term  SEMIS  was  also  used  to  designate  half  of  the  AUREUS  or 
SOLIDUS  (gold  coins) .  The  SOLIDUS  was  a  gold  coin  minted 
first  by  Constantine  the  Great.  The  AUREUS  was  the  standard 
gold  coin  of  Rome,  first  appearing  about  the  time  of  Julius 
Caesar  (45-44  B.C.).  The  weight  of  the  Aureus  declined 
gradually  until  it  was  abolished  by  Constantine  and  replaced 
by  the  SOLIDUS.  The  SILIQUA,  another  coin  first  issued  by 
Constantine  the  Great  was  silver  and  was  equal  to  l/24th  of 
a  SOLIDUS. 

comrnmm  cmjmgmie 

Oct.  12-13.  Fremont,  Nebraska.  Coin,  Gun  &  Antique  Show.  City 
Auditorium.  Walt  Carlstrom,  831  E.  15th  St. ,  Fremont 
NB  68025 

Oct.  20.  Davenport,  Iowa.  Davenport  Coin  Club  Show.  Clayton 
House  Hotel.  Postal  Box  3193,  Davenport,  IA  52808 

Nov.  17.  York,  Nebraska.  York  Stamp  and  Coin  Club  Show.  City 
Auditorium.  Marg  Meehan,  Box  353,  York,  NB  68467 

Nov.  9-10.  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Omaha  Coin  Club  9th  annual  Coin 
Show.  Sheraton  Fontenelle  Hotel.  Omaha  Coin  Club, 

P.  0.  Box  1003,  Downtown  Station,  Omaha,  NB  68101 

Mar.  22-23.  OMAHA,  NEBRASKA.  14th  ANNUAL  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION  CONVENTION  AND  SHOW.  For  bourse  and 
exhibit  information  write  to  Vivian  Cooper,  C/O 
Omaha  Coin  Club,  Postal  Box  1003,  Downtown  Station, 
Omaha,  NB  68101 


Pardon  me  .  .  . 


NORRIS 


INSURANCE  AGENCY 


Collection 
Covered  ? 


Whv  not  call  or  write 
Nebraska's  own  coin  and 
Stamp  Insurance  Expert 
today 


610  Terminal  Bld9. 


Phone  432  5900 
Lincoln  NB  68508 


But  Your 
Advertising 
Is  Showing 

and  it  can  be  shown  to  more 
interested  coin  collectors 
in  the  N.N.A.’s  NEWSLETTER. 

Full  Page  $12.00 

Half  Page  6.50 

Quarter  Page  4.00 

With  these  new,  lower  prices 
there  is  no  better  or  cheaper 
way  to  reach  nearly  all  of 
the  serious  collectors  in 
the  state,  remember  all  art 
work  is  free  too. 


PAYING 

TOP  DOLLAR 

111  Proof  Sets 

& 

Sitver  Coins 

SIMON'S 

10  £o.  1 S-keef 

(ACROSS  THE  STREET  FROM  THE  HILL  HOTEL) 
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